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IIT ROPAR WELCOMES NEW DIRECTOR  

Prof. Rajeev Ahuja has joined Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Ropar   
as the new director. He took over the charge from Professor P.K.Raina, 
Officiating Director, IIT Ropar. The tenure of a director at the institute is 
five years from the date of joining. The previous director, Prof Sarit K Das, 
completed his full term. 

Ÿ Prof. Rajeev Ahuja joined as the new Director of IIT Ropar 

Ÿ Took over charge from Prof. P. K. Raina, Officiating Director, IIT 
Ropar  

Prof. Ahuja has supervised 30 PhD students, more than 35 postdocs and 
he regularly acts as a reviewer for several international funding agencies 
including NSF and DOE from the USA, NRC from Canada, ESF from 
Estonia, STW from The Netherlands, National Science Centre from 
Poland, European Science Foundation (ESF), Strasbourg, France, The 
Fund for Scientific Research – FNRS, Belgium, National Research, 
Development and Innovation Office from Hungary, IBS from South Korea 
etc. He was awarded Scheme for Promotion of Academic and Research 
Collaboration (SPARC), MHRD, India at IIT Indore, 2019, Award of Global 
Initiative of Academic Network (GIAN) of MHRD, India at IIT Indore, India 
(Jan. 2018) &  Award of Global Initiative of Academic Network (GIAN) of 
MHRD, India at Pune Univ., India (26-30 Dec. 2016).

Rajeev Ahuja is the professor of computational Materials science at 
Uppsala University, Sweden. He is one of the most highly cited 
researchers in Sweden. He has done his Ph.D. from I.I.T. Roorkee in India 
in 1992. The same year, he has joined Uppsala University as postdoctoral 
fellow. He became Assistant Professor in 1996, Associate Professor in 
2002 and finally Professor in 2007. His main area of interest is 
computational materials science with focus on energy such as Batteries, 
Hydrogen Storage & production, sensors as well high pressure physics. 
He has published 975 scientific papers in peer reviewed journals H-Index 
of 85 (Google Scholar), i-10 index (Google Scholar) 580 & no. of citations 
more than 33600, of which more than100 are in high profile journals (like 
Science , Nature , Nature Materials, PNAS etc). 

He has recently been elected APS-Fellow by American Physical Society 
(APS), USA and Appointed in the advisory Board of Journal of Materials 
Chemistry A (IF=10.8) & Materials Advances from Royal Society of 
Chemistry (England).  He is the associate editor of Nano Energy 
(IF=16.6). He was also awarded Beller Lectureship for the APS March 
Meeting, 13-17 March 2017, in New Orleans, Louisiana. He been 
awarded the Wallmark prize for 2011 from KVA (Royal Swedish Academy 
of Sciences), and has previously received the Eder Lilly & Sven Thureus 
prize and the Benzelius prize from KVS. Prof. Ahuja is an elected member 
of the Swedish Royal Society of Sciences (KVS), of the board of the 
European High Pressure Research Group as well as of the executive 
board of the International Association for the Advancement of High 
Pressure Science and Technology. 

Director, IIT Ropar

However, we are aware that the pandemic 
continues to challenge the education and 
health care systems, as well as the institutions 
that impart them. We continue to recognize the 
importance of Science and Technology at this 
point and in this difficult situation. As in our April 
newsletter, and on behalf of our Board of 
Governors, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to 
all those on the front line, working to improve 
the well-being of hundreds of thousands of 
patients.

Jai Hind!

Dear Friends,

We appreciate the confidence that all of our 
stakeholders have placed in us and in our work. 
We will strive to be better each day and look 
forward to acquiring the momentum to achieve 
our mission and vision.  As we move towards 
our goals, we must always keep in mind that we 
owe more to the world than it owes us. Each of 
us can and must do his or her bit to help build a 
universe that will nurture our future generation.

Prof. Rajeev Ahuja

W e  h o p e  t h a t 
everyone reading 
this column, their 
friends, and loved 
ones, are well and 
safe. As you know, 
this month marks 
the start of my term 
as a Director in IIT 
Ropar.  In the next 
few weeks we shall 

work together in developing a strategic plan to 
continue making IIT Ropar the preferred choice 
for pursuing higher education. We will be 
focusing a lot on governance issues and in 
identifying ways and strategies on how IIT 
Ropar can be globally recognized as the best 
Institute for teaching, learning and research. I 
am hopeful of its acquiring greater heights in 
the years to come.

DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE



TWEET &
APPLAUDS

KNOW YOUR
FACULTY 

Dr. Subrahmanyam Murala is an Associate Professor in the Department of Electrical 

Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology Ropar, Rupnagar, Punjab, India. Dr. Murala joined the 

Institute as an Assistant Professor in July, 2014. He received his B.E. degree in Electrical and 

Electronics Engineering from Andhra University, Andhra Pradesh, India, in 2007. Afterwards, he 

received his M.Tech. and Ph.D. degrees from the Department of Electrical Engineering, Indian 

Institute of Technology Roorkee, India, in 2009 and 2012, respectively. He was a Post-Doctoral 

Researcher in the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering at University of Windsor, 

Windsor, ON, Canada from July 01, 2012 to June 30, 2014. He is the recipient of the Faculty 

Research and Innovation Awards 2019-2020. His major fields of interests are Image Retrieval, 

Computer Vision, Medical Image Processing and Object Tracking. At IIT Ropar, Dr. Murala has 

established the Computer Vision and Pattern Recognition Laboratory (CVPR Lab) which focuses on computer vision, 

machine learning and deep learning-based applications like Human Action Recognition, Image Enhancement (Haze 

Removal), Moving Object Segmentation for videos, Image Depth Estimation, Image/Videos Inpainting, Image/Videos Super-

resolution, Motion magnification and image deraining. Research papers from Dr. Murala’s group are regularly being published 

in journals and conferences of international repute. Recent works from his group on moving object segmentation and image 

dehazing were published in the reputed International Conference of CVPR 2020. Besides contributing actively in his research 

group, Dr. Murala is currently handling several projects in collaboration with industries and Department of Science and 

Technology (DST), India. Further information about Dr. Murala and his research group can be found at 

https://www.iitrpr.ac.in/subbumurala / and https://iitrpr.cvpr.in/.
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NEWS & 
EVENTS 

Zeitgeist 2021

IIT Ropar organized its Annual Techno-Cultural Fest, 

Zeitgeist from 23rd to 25th April 2021. 

Due to the unprecedented time we are currently facing, 

the fest was organized in online mode for the first time 

but with tons of fun and joy, and hopes for a better future. 

The fest commenced on 22nd April with the inauguration 

ceremony where Air Commodore Jaspal Singh Kalra 

was the Chief Guest and Prof. Rajeev Ahuja, Director, 

IIT Ropar was the Guest of Honor. 

The second day of Zeitgeist'21 brought even more fun 

The 3rd Day of Zeitgeist continued the legacy of sensational cultural and technical events, deliberate talks, and dazzling  

exhibitions.

and melody. Two big events were organized on 24th April, the first was the comedy night with Harsh Gujral, the Dabangg guy 

from Kanpur who cracks jokes about his life experiences. And the second event was the music night by Vivek Singh, a young 

and melodious performer with a soulful and passionate voice.  

IIT Ropar and Haryana 
Irrigation Research and 
Management Insti tute 
today signs agreement for 
Prepara t ion  o f  S ta te 
Specific Action Plan on 
Water sector for Haryana 
State. 

MoU signed between IIT Ropar and PEC Chandigarh 
(Agriculture and Water Technology Development Hub 
or AWADH for short). AWADH will setup an incubator 
on PEC campus and will provide fellowships and 
research support to both our UG and PG students and 
to our faculty.

IIT Ropar planted 200 trees on Earth Day to enjoy 
nature and appreciate its beauty every day. 

I IT Ropar successful ly 
h o s t e d  F a c u l t y 
Development Programme 
on Advancements and 
Futuristic trends in 3-D 
Printing and Designing 
AICTE-India Training and 
Learning Academy.

IIT Ropar organized Hindustani Classical Workshop 
to be conducted by Alankar Music club.

The Indo-Taiwan Joint Research Centre on AI & 
ML organized a webinar on  Recurrent Learning 
on PM_(2.5) Prediction based on Cluster  Airbox 
Dataset by Prof. Min-Te Sun,  Assistant 
Professor, at the Department of Computer 
Science and Information Engineering at National 
Central University, Taiwan by Prof. Min-Te Sun 
(Su-en)

I I T  R o p a r  i n 
assoc ia t ion  w i th 
A I C T E - I n d i a 
organizes Five-day 
Atal Workshop on 
Artificial Intelligence. 
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AWARDS& 
RECOGNITIONS

Dr. Rajesh Kumar, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Biomedical Engineering got 
"MIT-MISTI Global Seed Funds Award" 
collaborative research activity and 
exchange of students as well as a visit of 
faculty members between MIT and IIT 
Ropar. His project is on "Accurate Optical 
Sensing for Efficient Fertilizer Use and 
Increased Yield in Small Farms.”

Dr. Neha Sardana, 
Assistant Professor, 
IIT Ropar is selected 
for the membership of 
" I n d i a n  N a t i o n a l 
Young Academy of 
Sciences [INYAS] 
2021-25".

Faculty Awards

H a r j o t  K a u r,  B . Te c h . 
student of IIT Ropar has 
been selected for the 
Harvard University College 
Project  for  Asian and 
International Relations 
2021 conference. 

Two of our Doctoral Students Ms. Yashasvi and Mr. 
Kapil won the POWERGRID POSOCO award PPSA -
2021 under Doctoral Category, which includes a cash 
prize of 1 Lakh and a certificate.

Ms. Nishtha Kashyap, MTech student of Deparment 
of Biomedical Engineering, IIT Ropar got the Charpak 
Lab Scholarship Programme 2021.

Prabhjot Singh, Aditya Kumar, Dikshant Vats, 
Deepali Gaikwad,Ritesh, Vikrant Jaglan and 
Mazhar, Nalin, Suryansh, Hardik and Mehak 
Gupta (MBS School) have been selected as the 
finalists for Solar Decalthon India 2021. 

Mr. Kamal Dhull, Ms. Harjot 
K a u r ,  M s .  P a n k h u r i 
Saxena, Mr. Rahul Bharti 
Btech students of IIT Ropar 
selected for the prestigious 
H a r v a r d  H P A I R 
Conference 2021.

Student Awards 

FAREWELL CEREMONY OF FORMER DIRECTOR, PROF. SARIT K. DAS

IIT Ropar fraternity bid an emotional farewell to  Prof. Sarit K. Das, Director, IIT Ropar. The event was presided over by the IIT 

Ropar fraternity followed by an address from Prof. P.K. Raina, Officiating Director, IIT Ropar. This was followed by a formal 

adieu to Prof. Sarit K. Das.

TIF AWaDH presents 
AmbiTag - the single use 
temperature data logger. 
Measure temperature 
anywhere in real-time, 
keep your products and 
perishables safe, and 
ensure the safe delivery 
of the COVID vaccine to 
end-users. 

STARTUP
NEWS
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Kendriya Vidyalaya at IIT Ropar started its 
operations from March 15th, 2021 with Sh. Anil 
Kumar  joining as the In Charge Principal.

IIT Ropar ranked among top 80 in THE Emerging 
Economies University Rankings 2020, being 
ranked 71st.

IIT Ropar professors develops alternative to 
alcohol-based disinfectant, Electrolyzed water 
can be used as “a powerful natural tool” to combat 
COVID-19. 

IIT Ropar researchers have come up with post- 
disaster management communication during 
emergency situation with the concept of device to 
device (D2D) communication with drones. 

IIT ROPAR IN
NEWS

IIT Ropar researchers develop algorithm for 
diver drowsiness detection using ML and 
Computer vision to extract facial features such 
as eye closure and yawning to effectively 
detect driver's alertness. 

IIT Ropar researchers have come up with 
a concept of acoustic repellent system 
(ARS) for crop protection against animal 
attacks in agricultural fields. 

IIT Ropar researchers 
have developed a 
code to detect 
sarcasm in news 
headlines. The 
“Sarcasm Detector” 
works using neural 
networks to 
understand how a 
computer learns the 
pattern of sarcasm.
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vfHkuanu

ofj"B lgk;d 
HkaMkj ,oa Ø; vuqHkkx

dfu"B v/kh{kd 
fo|kFkhZ ekeys vuqHkkx

lgk;d dqylfpo 
fo|kFkhZ ekeys vuqHkkx

dsUæh; fganh çf'k{k.k laLFkku] jktHkk"kk 
foHkkx] x`g ea=ky;] Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk 
vk;ksftr fd, x, fganh 'kCn lalk/ku 
¼fganh Vad.k½ i=kpkj çf'k{k.k dk;ZØe 
¼59oka l=½ ¼vof/k 01 Qjojh 2020 ls ekg 
tqykbZ 2020½ dh fnukad 03 uoacj 2020 
dks laiUu ijh{kk esa Hkkjrh; çkS|ksfxdh 
laLFkku jksiM+ ds 03 lnL; fo'ks"k çFke 
Js.kh esa mÙkh.kZ gq,A

Hkkjr x.kjkT; dk 72oka x.kra= fnol cM+s gh mRlkg ds lkFk euk;k x;kA 
blh miy{; esa] çfr o"kZ dh rjg bl o"kZ Hkh x.kra= fnol ds miy{; ij 
Hkkjrh; çkS|ksfxdh laLFkku jksiM+ ds fganh çdks"B }kjk vkWuykbu ek/;e ls 
laLFkku ds lnL;ksa ds fy, fnukad 22 tuojh] 2021 dks ns'kHkfä xhr 
xk;u çfr;ksfxrk dk vk;kstu fd;k x;kA bl çfr;ksfxrk esa laLFkku ds 
lHkh Lrjksa ls mRlkgtud çfrfØ;k çkIr gqbZA bl çfr;ksfxrk ds ijh{kd 
ds #i esa M‚- Hkkos'k xxZ] lgk- çk/;kid rFkk Jh xkSre 'kekZ] lgk- 
dqylfpo FksA

Hkk-çkS-la- jksiM+ esa nks çfr;ksfxrkvksa ds vk;kstu ds lkFk 21 Qjojh] 2021 
dks ekr`Hkk"kk fnol vk;ksftr fd;k x;kA ekr`Hkk"kk dfork ,oa xhr xk;u 
çfr;ksfxrk ds ijh{kd iSuy esa M‚- czts'k jkor vkSj M‚- 'kf'k 'ks[kj >k  
ogha Hkk"k.k çfr;ksfxrk ds ijh{kd iSuy esa M‚- nsof"kZ nkl rFkk M‚- vfHk"ksd 
frokjh FksA bu çfr;ksfxrk esa laLFkku ds lHkh Lrjksa ls mRlkgtud 
çfrHkkfxrk ns[kh xbZA fotsrkvksa dks iqjLdkj jkf'k ls iqjL—r fd;k x;kA

jktHkk"kk
xfrfof/k;k¡

fganh çdks"B] Hkk-çkS-la- jksiM+ us fnukad 12 ekpZ] 
2021 dks vkWuykbu ek/;e ls 

dk;Z'kkyk dk vk;kstu fd;kA bl dk;Z'kkyk esa 
oäk ds #i esa Hkk-çkS-la- jksiM+ ds çkS|ksfxdh uokpkj 
gc ds ofj"B oSKkfud vf/kdkjh M‚- ujs'k jk[kk FksA 
M‚- jk[kk us dksjksuk egkekjh ds le; tkx#drk 
vfHk;ku esa fganh dh Hkwfedk ij çdk'k M+kykA lkFk 
gh] dksjksuk laØe.k ls cpko gsrq laLFkku }kjk fd, 
x, vuqla/kkuksa rFkk buds çfrQyu esa l`ftr 
midj.k@;a=ksa ij Hkh foLr`r ckr dhA

bl v‚uykbu vkarfjd çf'k{k.k dk;ZØe esa çf'k{kd ds #i esa 
Jh vjfoan dqekj] lgk;d funs'kd] fganh f'k{k.k ;kstuk] 
p.Mhx<+ dks vkeaf=r fd;k x;k FkkA çf'k{k.kkfFkZ;ksa us fganh 
bufLØIV dqathiVy ij Vkbfiax djuk ] fganh esa lkj.kh çk:i 
cukuk] fganh esa fofHkUu vkns'k] i=ksa vkSj Kkiu dks cukuk rFkk 
gLrys[k vkfn dk vH;kl fd;kA

dsUæh; fganh çf'k{k.k laLFkku] jktHkk"kk foHkkx] x`g ea=ky;] 
Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk vk;ksftr fd, tk jgs fganh 'kCn lalk/ku 
¼fganh Vad.k½ i=kpkj çf'k{k.k dk;ZØe ¼ 61 oka l=½ gsrq 
Hkkjrh; çkS|ksfxdh laLFkku jksiM+ ds iath—r 23 lnL;ksa dh 
ekg tqykbZ 2021 esa gksus okyh ijh{kk dks dsUæ esa j[krs gq, 
fnukad 15 ls 18 ekpZ] 2021 rd pkj fnolh; v‚uykbu  
vkarfjd çf'k{k.k dk;ZØe dk vk;kstu fd;k x;kA

jktHkk"kk uhfr ds lQy dk;kZUo;u ds mís'; dks 
dsaæ esa j[krs gq, dsaæh; fganh çf'k{k.k laLFkku] 
jktHkk"kk foHkkx] x`g ea=ky;] Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk 
jktHkk"kk vf/kdkfj;ksa gsrq vk;ksftr 05 iw.kZ 
fnolh; vkuykbu vfHkeq[kh dk;ZØe ¼15 ekpZ 
2021 ls 19 ekpZ 2021 rd½ esa laLFkku ds fganh 
vuqoknd M‚- fxjh'k çeksnjko dBk.ks us 
lgHkkfxrk yhA

!
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xk;u çfr;ksfxrk dk vk;kstu fd;k x;kA bl çfr;ksfxrk esa laLFkku ds 
lHkh Lrjksa ls mRlkgtud çfrfØ;k çkIr gqbZA bl çfr;ksfxrk ds ijh{kd 
ds #i esa M‚- Hkkos'k xxZ] lgk- çk/;kid rFkk Jh xkSre 'kekZ] lgk- 
dqylfpo FksA

Hkk-çkS-la- jksiM+ esa nks çfr;ksfxrkvksa ds vk;kstu ds lkFk 21 Qjojh] 2021 
dks ekr`Hkk"kk fnol vk;ksftr fd;k x;kA ekr`Hkk"kk dfork ,oa xhr xk;u 
çfr;ksfxrk ds ijh{kd iSuy esa M‚- czts'k jkor vkSj M‚- 'kf'k 'ks[kj >k  
ogha Hkk"k.k çfr;ksfxrk ds ijh{kd iSuy esa M‚- nsof"kZ nkl rFkk M‚- vfHk"ksd 
frokjh FksA bu çfr;ksfxrk esa laLFkku ds lHkh Lrjksa ls mRlkgtud 
çfrHkkfxrk ns[kh xbZA fotsrkvksa dks iqjLdkj jkf'k ls iqjL—r fd;k x;kA

jktHkk"kk
xfrfof/k;k¡

fganh çdks"B] Hkk-çkS-la- jksiM+ us fnukad 12 ekpZ] 
2021 dks vkWuykbu ek/;e ls 

dk;Z'kkyk dk vk;kstu fd;kA bl dk;Z'kkyk esa 
oäk ds #i esa Hkk-çkS-la- jksiM+ ds çkS|ksfxdh uokpkj 
gc ds ofj"B oSKkfud vf/kdkjh M‚- ujs'k jk[kk FksA 
M‚- jk[kk us dksjksuk egkekjh ds le; tkx#drk 
vfHk;ku esa fganh dh Hkwfedk ij çdk'k M+kykA lkFk 
gh] dksjksuk laØe.k ls cpko gsrq laLFkku }kjk fd, 
x, vuqla/kkuksa rFkk buds çfrQyu esa l`ftr 
midj.k@;a=ksa ij Hkh foLr`r ckr dhA

bl v‚uykbu vkarfjd çf'k{k.k dk;ZØe esa çf'k{kd ds #i esa 
Jh vjfoan dqekj] lgk;d funs'kd] fganh f'k{k.k ;kstuk] 
p.Mhx<+ dks vkeaf=r fd;k x;k FkkA çf'k{k.kkfFkZ;ksa us fganh 
bufLØIV dqathiVy ij Vkbfiax djuk ] fganh esa lkj.kh çk:i 
cukuk] fganh esa fofHkUu vkns'k] i=ksa vkSj Kkiu dks cukuk rFkk 
gLrys[k vkfn dk vH;kl fd;kA

dsUæh; fganh çf'k{k.k laLFkku] jktHkk"kk foHkkx] x`g ea=ky;] 
Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk vk;ksftr fd, tk jgs fganh 'kCn lalk/ku 
¼fganh Vad.k½ i=kpkj çf'k{k.k dk;ZØe ¼ 61 oka l=½ gsrq 
Hkkjrh; çkS|ksfxdh laLFkku jksiM+ ds iath—r 23 lnL;ksa dh 
ekg tqykbZ 2021 esa gksus okyh ijh{kk dks dsUæ esa j[krs gq, 
fnukad 15 ls 18 ekpZ] 2021 rd pkj fnolh; v‚uykbu  
vkarfjd çf'k{k.k dk;ZØe dk vk;kstu fd;k x;kA

jktHkk"kk uhfr ds lQy dk;kZUo;u ds mís'; dks 
dsaæ esa j[krs gq, dsaæh; fganh çf'k{k.k laLFkku] 
jktHkk"kk foHkkx] x`g ea=ky;] Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk 
jktHkk"kk vf/kdkfj;ksa gsrq vk;ksftr 05 iw.kZ 
fnolh; vkuykbu vfHkeq[kh dk;ZØe ¼15 ekpZ 
2021 ls 19 ekpZ 2021 rd½ esa laLFkku ds fganh 
vuqoknd M‚- fxjh'k çeksnjko dBk.ks us 
lgHkkfxrk yhA

!



SPORTS& 
CULTURE

IIT Ropar celebrated Lohri with a bonfire and offer groundnuts and sweets as a thanksgiving to the almighty 
on the conclusion of harvesting of crops and onset of the spring season. 

The 72nd Republic Day at IIT 
Ropar was celebrated with great 
patr io t ic  fervour  and wi th 
spectacular  t r ico lor  décor 
echoing the spirit of patriotism. 
Sadhbhavna Daud was also 
organized during the event. 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
DEVELOPMENT

In between January 2021 to April 2021 the buildings of Phase 1B that have been completed and being taken over 
by the Institute are the Visitor’s Hostel (Guest House) and the Campus School. Also construction of the Central 
Research Facility (CRF) building is complete, the Library Lecture Hall and Auditorium which is 85% complete, the 
second Dining Hall which is complete and ready to be taken over by the Institute. The Sewage Treatment Plant 
(500 KLD) of the Phase 1B is completed and to be commissioned soon.

CRF Building Dining Hall 

Library and Lecture Hall Super Academic Block

MARCHING FORWARD AS A NEW TEAM- NEW JOININGS

Sh. Ram Prakash
Library Professional Trainee 

(on Contract)
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